From Chris’ Heart

Over this last month or so, Nick and
I have been in touch with good friends
of ours, Linda and Cal McCarter.
Many of you remember them from
First church as our Missionaries in
Kenya, Africa. We worked together
to help them build a wonderful work
at a place called Tharaka. Well, life
goes on at Tharaka. Precious people
still come because they need help.
They come for food, for health care,
to worship and for education. Cal
and Linda continue to do what they
can with the resources they have and

can send our money, but how
wonderful to know a specific place
and a special group of kids that we
could literally go see some day or
watch grow up if given a chance.
There are 22 now, but the number
changes every day.
So....I am asking Ariel Chapel for
help and I know there are those of you
who receive this newsletter who might
like to be in on the blessing. Some
may want to give a one time gift and
others may wish to help every month.
If so, send a check made out to Ariel
Ministries and earmark your check
Tharaka’s kids.

God bless Tharaka and God bless you.
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God has blessed Tharaka in many
ways.

But my heart was especially touched
as Cal told me about a new situation
that has developed in Tharaka. As
you know aids is on a rampage in
Africa, and Tharaka is not exempt
from it. He told me of 22 young
children, ranging from six years old
to fourteen, who have come, one by
one looking for a safe place, and they
continue to come. These kids have
lost their parents to aids and many
are sick with the virus themselves.
They live in the surrounding villages

with relatives, but during the day they
come to Tharaka for their meals,
clothing and to go to school.

My heart broke as I thought of my
grandchildren. I can’t comprehend
the feeling of total helplessness of
finding themselves in such a situation.
These kids through no fault of their
own are left to figure it all out by
themselves. Well, [ want to help them.
Cal told me that it only takes $27.00
per month to feed, cloth, educate and
even care for the health needs of the
children at Tharaka. Iknow there
are many places out there where we
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Loaves and Fishes To Begin at

Ariel Chapel

One of the most difficult things I have
faced over the past three years is the
fact that I have not been involved with
the medical clinic I helped to establish
in the Tharaka desert region of Kenya,
along with my friends Cal and Linda
McCarter.

That changed a couple of weeks ago,
as Ariel Chapel began to give strong
support to this outreach. The needs in
Tharaka are great at the present time.
Some 37% of the adults in the Tharaka
tribe are HIV positive. As these people
die, many leave orphans behind to fend
for themselves (see "From Chris'
Heart").

To add to the misery, this entire area is
in the grips of a horrible drought cycle.
Our well at the compound is now dry,
so we desperately need to drill deeper
for water. At the present time we do
not have the money to do this. Our
clinic staff must take wheelbarrows
and walk to a government well for
water.

In addition, we serve hot food to
between 200 and 600 people a day
(millet porridge called “Ugi" for
breakfast, and beans and maize for
lunch). The people have not produced
a crop in two years, and many go to
bed hungry every night.

“Transforming lives through the good news of relational grace.’

The on-going costs to do what needs
to be done are as follows:

Food per Year $25,000
Fuel for Land Rover
and generator $5,000

Salaries for Clinic Personnel

$24,000
Pharmaceuticals $10,000
Total $64,000

Of this money, only 7% is taken out
for overhead.

We have the following one time needs
for which we need donations:

New Vehicle $35,000
House for Evangelist $1700
Roof for Dorm Facility $2000
Finish Tabernacle Building ~ $3000

Five Bicycles for Evangelists ~ $500
Total $42,200

If the Lord should move you to
support one of these programs with
a gift, you would be doing some of
the poorest people on earth a world
of good. 100 pennies of every
designated dollar goes to the project.
Not one penny is held out.

years.

Continued on page 3

Our mission statement:

Loaves and Fishes
meets at Ariel Chapel

on Thursdays at 12:00
Lunch is served.
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Time Table for Holy

Week: Part Two
By Nick Harris

“Why did Jesus eat the Passover on
Tuesday evening when everyone else
in Judeah appears to have eaten it on
Wednesday evening?” I can find only
one solution to this dilemma---Jesus
had to have been living according to
what we now call the Essene calendar,
rather than observing the official
calendar of the Sanhedrin Council in
Jerusalem.

So, who were the Essenes and why
was their calendar different? Well,
the Essenes were the most esthetic of
the three Jewish religious movements
that existed in the time of Jesus. These
men had moved to the desert of
Judeah along the Dead Sea about 170
B.C. to rid themselves of the sins of
the surrounding culture, especially
the corruption of the religious
establishment in Jerusalem.

They cut all their ties with the
Jerusalem Temple and its cultus,
which they saw as being headed by
the “corrupt” Sadducee party. This
meant that they had to cut their ties
to the blood sacrificial system. They
even cut their ties to the ultra-pious
Pharisee party. They believed that the
Pharisees had also sold out to the
corrupt Temple system.

Since they were now cut off from the
Temple, which made them unable to
offer blood sacrifices to the Lord,
they began to substitute ritual
washings (or baptisms in water) for
the sacrificial offerings.

The Essenes not only substituted
baptism for sacrificial offerings, they
also observed a solar calendar. The
Sanhedrin or the Rabbinate in Judeah
observed a lunar calendar. The
Essenes calendar was composed of
364 days divided into seven day
weeks, with each year having 12
months. Each of these months were
assigned 30 days, except for one extra
day added to the last day of each
quarter of the year. As a result, on

the Essene calendar, the Jewish
holidays always fell on the same day
of the week. The Passover, for
example, was always observed on
Tuesday night, the same night that |
have assigned to the Last Supper of
Jesus.

On the Sanhedrin calendar, the
Passover did not always occur on the
same day of the week. It could occur
on any day from March 22 to the
April 22 on the Julian solar calendar
that we observe.

An interesting fact is this: in the year
30 A.D., the two calendars, the
Sanhedrin calendar and the Essene
calendar, had the Passover
celebrations occurring on the same
week in April. In fact, in 30 A.D. the
Essene calendar had the Passover
celebration occurring on Tuesday
night, which it always did, while the
remainder of the Jewish populace
celebrated the Passover on the next
night, Wednesday evening, after 6:00
P.M.

Within the time frame of the ministry
of Jesus, that was the only year when
these two events occurred one day
apart. In 30 A.D. Jesus would have
been 36 years old, since He was born
in 6 B.C.

I have long believed that Jesus was
educated by the Essenes and spent a
significant portion of His life at
Qumran in the Judean desert. On my
tours to the Holy Land I have spent
a lot of time explaining to people why
I believe this to be so.

Understand this---I do not believe
Jesus was an Essene, but I do believe
that He was one of a multitude of
young men from godly families that
the Essenes educated in the desert.
The Essenes were renowned teachers
and tutors, and many people took their
sons to the Essenes to be educated.

I believe Jesus was educated Qumran
because some of the teachings of
Jesus, especially His apocalyptic
positions were very similar to the
eschatology of the Essenes.

Here is another interesting fact: the
traditional site of the Upper Room in
Jerusalem is located in what was
known during the time of Jesus as the
Essene quarter of the city. In fact,
this area, atop the western hill in
Jerusalem (Mount Zion today), is
thought to be the birthplace of the
Essene movement. The Essene
Quarter was located inside a gate in
the walls of the city of Jerusalem
known in the time of Jesus as the Gate
of the Essenes.

Virgil Pixner, a well-known
archaeologist in Jerusalem, indicates
that according to the Jewish historian,
Flavius Josephus, an Essene
guesthouse was located on Mount
Zion in the time of Jesus, and he
believes that this is where Jesus and
his disciples went to partake of the
Last Supper.

When all of this information is taken
together, it becomes obvious to me
that Jesus was observing the Essene
calendar. And this is not the only
time that we see Jesus operating
according to this calendar. His bar
mitzvah in Jerusalem at the age of 12
rather than at the age of 13 is another
anomaly that can be explained by
using the Essene calendar.

Which brings us to the third question:
Why is there no mention of a Passover
lamb at the Last Supper? We see the
wine, we see the unleavened bread,
we see the bitter herbs, but we do not
see the Lamb.

There are various explanations to
explain this absence, including the
fact that Jesus himself was the
Passover lamb, and there is no
question about it: He was! Paul makes
that very point to the believers in
Corinth.

However, if Jesus was observing the
Essene Passover , it is important to
know that the Essenes were all
vegetarians. They always celebrated
meatless Passovers. If Jesus used the
Essene guesthouse, as we have
proposed, the Passover would have
been a meatless Passover.

This then is my way of bringing order
to the events of that night. May this
enlighten and bless you.

King Herod’s Tomb

Discovered
By Nick Harris

Several weeks ago, I got a call from my
friend Gary Loeffleholz, asking me if
I had read the article about the discovery
of Herod’s Tomb in the Debka Report.
I said that I had not but I would pull it
up on the internet, which I did. The
article stated that the tomb had been
discovered in the ruins of Herod’s great
palace at Herodian, the cone-shaped hill
south of Bethlehem.

I immediately began to pull up
everything I could find about the site at
Herodian where the tomb was found.
There were copious pictures at various
sites, but I could not locate the exact
place by looking at the photos.

Then, this week, my dear friend, Dan
Lovelace, sent me a copy of a Calgary,
Canada news article, about the find that
had a spectacular over-head photo,
revealing the exact location of the dig.

The next day, my sister called and said,
“Congratulations.” I asked, “For what?”’
She said, “Twelve years ago, when we
were at Herodian, you said that Herod’s
tomb would be found someday in this
very place.” I had said this to the group,
because a few moments before our guide
had told them that Josephus’ account
of Herod’s death, funeral, and burial
could not be trusted---that he made these
things up! Once the guide was out of
range, I told our group that Josephus
was totally reliable, and in time the
tomb would be found exactly where
Josephus had said it would be, and it
has been.

The tomb was located at the top of a
long, steep monumental staircase that
has long since deteriorated. I can recall
taking my son-in-law, Lance Gutteridge
there and he slipped and slid on his
backside at the very place that the
sarcophagus was found.

2008 Israel Tour

Chris and I have organized another
trip to the Holy Land in March of
2008, and we would like to take you
with us. I can assure you of this:
there are a lot of ministries that take
people to the Holy Land, but very
few hosts know the land like I do. I
will do all the teaching and much of
the guiding.

I live to teach spiritually hungry
people as we sit in the middle of the
Sea of Galilee where Jesus walked
on the water. I love to gather a group
around me in the Valley of Elah where
David slew Goliath. I relish singing
Christmas carols in the very
stable/cave where Jesus was born. I
cannot wait to visit the site of the
Upper Room where Jesus and his
disciples shared his Last Supper. But
most of all I love the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher where Golgotha and
the tomb of Jesus is located.

However, every tour visits those
places. What I offer you is years of
study and something we call "Nick-
at-Night." In the day time we will
tour, but at night we go where other
tour groups do not go. Other tour
hosts stop when the group arrives at
the hotel. In my case, when the sun
goes down I am just getting started.
We will walk the streets of the old
city of Jerusalem at night when the
tourists are gone. We will visit the
tombs in the Hinnom Valley, and talk
about the events that occurred there.
We will visit Crusader ruins, and walk
roads where Jesus walked and talked.
On every tour Chris and I take we
have people who have been with us

three, four, and even five times. Why
do they return again and again? It is
because every tour is life-changing.
The Bible will come alive to you
when you see these sites for yourself.
You cannot kneel down atop Mount
Calvary and put your hand through a
hole in the floor touching the rock
where Jesus gave himself for you and
not be changed. You cannot stand on
the very threshold where Jesus would
enter the Temple and not be changed.

You owe it to yourself to make this
pilgrimage with us. It is worth the
investment. The cost of the trip for
this year is $2470 from Oklahoma
City. The trip includes round-trip
airfare, accommodations in first-class
hotels, Israeli breakfasts and dinners
each day, comprehensive sightseeing
on a luxury bus, all service charges,
hotel taxes, and porterage at the hotels,
and all entry fees to the biblical sites.

We will depart on Monday, March
10, from Oklahoma City and return
on Wednesday, March 19. You can
save a spot on the trip by sending a
$300 deposit to Ariel Ministries
immediately.

Tharaka

Continued from page 1

Our greatest need is for a vehicle.
We have purchased a number of
automobiles over the years, which
have succumbed to the rough terrain
of Kenya, and to advanced age. We
are still driving the 1967 land rover
that we purchased in 1984. It has had
three replacement engines, and four
rebuilt transmissions over the past 23
years.

We need a new or newer vehicle to
continue our Mobile Medical Clinic
efforts. People in the bush need
medicine, and cannot reach us. We
must go to them. This is the only
source of treatment for thousands of
people.

Please consider helping us. I can
promise you it will be well invested.




